at Berwick he met the woman who was to be his
first wife. A few miles from the town lived Mrs.
Bowes., the wife of Richard Bowes, keeper of
Norham Castle. She was a woman of about
fifty3 the mother of ten daughters and five sons.
Knox wanted to marry Marjory, the fifth
daughter, but he seems to have had more in
common with the mother. Mrs. Bowes poured
out her heart to the powerful preacher, and he
welcomed her long and wandering effusions.
The correspondence, which has been preserved,
shows her to have been a woman of a morbid
turn of mind. She confessed her religious fears
to Knox, and he, strangely enough, appears to
have been astonished at their nature. For those
doubts were for the most part doubts that he had
experienced, and that he had thought temptings
of the Devil confined to Mmself alone. His replies
give the impression of being statements of his own
position for his own satisfaction as much as for her
comfort. Mrs. Bowes relied upon the correspon-
dence so much that, when she could not think of
a real sin, she invented one for the occasion,
drawing forth from Knox the stern rebuke that
it was as wicked to exaggerate as to gloss over
one's failings. Mrs. Bowes was onl^ one of the
women who were to flutter round Knox ; he never
lacked a circle of admiring women, the most
important of whom, next to Mrs. Bowes, was Mrs.
Locke, the wife of a rich London merchant.